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The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria Library: 
A History and Catalogue 
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The library of The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria is the largest society library in the 
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Introduction, then presents a history of the development of the library. 
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NEW LIBRARY CATALOGUE TO BE 
PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 1st 

Pre-publication orders are now being taken for The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria's 
Library Catalogue, to be published on I September. 

Entitled The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria Library: A History and Catalogue, this new 
work has been compi led by Geoff Kellow and Russell Turner, and will be a prestige publication 
produced in a limited edition of 150 copies, comprising a deluxe edition to a maximum of 75 
copies for pre-publication sales, and a standard edition. 

Orders for the pre-publication subscriber's edition wi ll be accepted up to 15 August, and 
should be sent to the Publications Manager. The order form opposite may be used. 

The Society's Library has been in existence for 103 years, having its genesis less than one 
year after the formation of the Society, when several members made gifts of various books and 
journals. Disaster struck on 21 November 1897 when the library, held at the Flinders Street 
meeting rooms, was lost in the "Great Flinders Street Fire" . The losses included some runs of 
early Australian periodicals which have never been able to be replaced. 

Since that time the history of the library has been one of continual growth, accelerated 
following the acquisition of the Avoca Street home and elegant bookcases for the housing of the 
library. 

In the introduction to The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria Library: A History and 
Catalogue, a detailed history of the library is presented. 

The first Library Catalogue was published in 1906. The Society records indicate that in all 
there have been only five Library Catalogues published, the most recent being compiled by Ron 

29 



PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA JUNE 1996 

Lloyd-Smith in 1965, with a Supplement appearing in 1977. This latest catalogue is overdue, but 
has had to await the acquisition of the necessary computer technology needed for its compilation. 

In 1977 there were some 2,500 books, monographs and auction catalogues. Today, this total 
has increased four-fold, there being just over 10,000 items in the new catalogue. This has been 
the result of a number of generous bequests and the Council's decision to provide the Library with 
more financial resources. 

The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria library is certainly the largest philatelic library in 
Australia, and is believed to be the largest society library in the Southern Hemisphere. It has 
always been a general library holding works on all philatelic subjects but it has, not unnaturally, 
great strength in the Australasian area, and almost certainly has the finest holding of Australasian 
philatelic periodicals in existence. 

The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria Library: A History and Catalogue has been 
published not only to provide members with a detailed guide to one of their major assets, but also 
to provide all philately with a useful sourcebook on the hobby, particularly in the Australasian 
area. 

The book has been produced in a double-column, A4 format and comprises approximately 
450 pages. The library's holdings have been divided into six categories: Books, Priced 
Catalogues, Sale Catalogues, Exhibition Publications, Government Publications, and Periodicals. 
Full bibliographic entries are provided for each item, and a detailed subject index provides a 
cross-reference guide to the holdings. The book will be printed on archival-quality paper. 

The deluxe edition, available to only pre-publication subscribers applying before 15 August, 
is sumptuously bound in burgundy buckram with two ribbons and headbands, embellished with 
gold lettering on the spine and cover, and has a matching slipcase. It will include a listing of 
original subscribers and will be individually numbered and signed by both the authors and the 
President of The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria. This deluxe edition will be limited to a 
maximum of 75 copies. The price to members of the Society is $165 posted, or $150 if picked 
up. 

The standard edition will be similar to the deluxe edition but bound in royal blue, and will 
be without ribbons or slipcase. This will be the only version available after I September, and the 
price to members will be $215 . The advantages of pre-publication purchase are apparent. 
Interested members are advised to make early application since the work is being offered world
wide and the number of copies being printed cannot be varied. 

30 



JUNE 1996 PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 

AUSTRALIAN PHILATELIC PERIODICAL 
LITERATURE 

By GEOFF KELLOW, F.R.P.S.L. and RUSSELL TURNER 

A long series of articles on this subject authored by the Society's then-Librarian, Ron Lloyd
Smith, appeared in Philately from Australia between June 1967 and June 1971. This provided a 
very comprehensive treatment of philatelic periodical publishing up to that time. The purpose of 
these notes is to update those original articles in terms of new information now available, largely 
in the form of new acquisitions in the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria Library. These have 
helped clear up several gaps in the information relating to the longevity of some of the journals, 
and one previously unrecorded journal has been discovered. 

These notes only cover the period up to 1950. No attempt is made at this time to update the 
original articles insofar as new titles published subsequent to 1967 is concerned. This is a task 
which needs to be tackled, but presents probably even greater problems than establishing the 
details of long-dead journals. Up to 1966 Ron Lloyd-Smith recorded 73 periodical titles; there 
have probably been double that number of new titles in the intervening 30 years, most of these 
in the form of ephemeral society newsletters and bulletins . 

In the notes which follow, the 
numbers given to the journals are those 
which Ron Lloyd-Smith allocated in 
his original articles, and references are 
given to his original notes on each of 
the journals discussed. 

(1) New South Wales Stamp Collectors' 
Magazine (see June 1967, page 49) . 
Australia's first journal appeared in 
November 1879, published by Edward 
Buckley, a Sydney stamp dealer. Three 
issues appeared at irregular intervals up 
to April 1881 , then a fourth and final 
issue published by the successor in 
Buckley's business, Dawson A. Vindin, 
as Vol. 1, No. 1 ofa "New Series" in 
August 1882. Lloyd-Smith knew of 
only the complete file in the Crawford 
Library at the British Library, and two 
single copies of Vol. 1, No. I of the 
First Series in New South Wales. 

New South Wales Stamp Collectors' Magazine. 
Vol. I, No. I of the New Series, August 1882. 
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Subsequently, several more examples of Vol. I, No. 1 have surfaced and are in private 
libraries in this country. The R.P.S.V. Library was fortunate in acquiring a complete file of the 
journal as a gift from Mr George Turner of Washington, D.C. in 1971 . A second complete file 
is now in the Philas Library, Sydney. 

Illustrated is the final issue, which contains the intriguing comment "There has appeared at 
different times no less than seven papers in Australia devoted to Philately, but none of these have 
survived the first year". This, if accurate, indicates that there are several unknown philatelic 
papers to be discovered. Even if"Australia" is taken to include New Zealand, only four previous 
journals have been recorded: New South Wales Stamp Collectors' Magazine (First Series), The 
Australian Stamp Collectors' Journal (Adelaide, 1879-80), The New Zealand Stamp Collectors' 
Quarterly (Auckland, 1880), and The Philatelic Times of New Zealand (Auckland, 1881 ). 

Of The Australian Stamp Collectors' Journal, Lloyd-Smith's observation that the only 
examples that can be traced are the set in the Crawford Library remains true . 

Dawson A. Vind in also produced The New South Wales Philatelist ( 1882-83) and the well
known Vindin's Philatelic Monthly. Two numbers of the former were published, and the R.P.S.V. 
Library now has Vol. I , No. 2. 

The Australian Stamp News. 
Vol. / ,No. 3 of the first Series 

September 1893. 
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(7) The Australian Stamp News (see March 1968, page 24). This large-format journal was 
published by Queensland stamp dealer J. Newell Bull, first at Brisbane, and later at Gympie and 
Kilkivan Junction. Lloyd-Smith seems to have found this journal scarce. Although the Crawford 
Library set remains the only known complete file, a few other partial files are now recorded. Until 
recently, the R.P.S.V. Library held no copies, but it has now acquired a partial file, formerly in 
the William R. Ricketts library. The First Series consisted of 14 issues in two volumes (July 1893-
August 1894), of which the library now has Vol. 1, Nos. 3-12, and Vol. 2, No. 2. The Second 
Series began the numbering again at Vol. 2, No. 1, and eight issues appeared in 1898. The Society 
has Vol. 2, Nos. 1, 4 and 5. 

Vor.. I.~ Nn, a. OOTOBl:R 4, 1908. 
···;·, ' 

"'~'ff,, 

~.t:~;~'~!~'';::!,jf· To. : . ·~~· 
J.4k.,l .-i1at-• l'<l""""M l.i 

'l "" ' ~Jl' I'""""'''« 
l'•h• Un1 l'<>M•·•n•1ft. • l!I 

N~•· lit<-"'•tt..I• ;~ I>" 
t.:iw..·11~"~"'"' lt"'i'!"'-• . l~ 
~Y.fttt1t J.0(11ri;Vw'fti> _. Ii 
liW~tf,• , tjl 

i:-1-~t,ll!I \ 'i,Ol:l1<1• ,. 
111• !I..\. M.Hat111:111! IJt>.,fc.lJ' lR • '-~-::=~ ,)/ '~~IY 1)io. ~ 

~ ~=y'fl1::.~~ .• 
\ 1~..£!;-~~niw · · 

' . . -' . 
l l'li.1.lllff~ "''"''"'l,\'.j :-.- t l~ • t<> Mft ........... ] 

T~• eo·uot"l• ~- _'Gt' ~~aoa1 Putcarda. 

The Post Card Stamp Collectors' Journal. Vol. I , No. 2, October 1906. 

l 
:l 

(13) The Post Card & Stamp Collectors' Journal (December 1968, page 92). This appears to be 
a rare journal. Lloyd-Smith never saw any copies, his knowledge being based on the information 
in the Crawford Catalogue. Five issues appeared between September 1906 and February 1907, 
published by Messrs Robert A. Thompson & Co. in Adelaide. No issues have been recorded in 
Australian libraries or held in private hands in this country. The R.P.S.V. Library has now 
acquired two issues from the Ricketts library - Vol. I, Nos. 2 and 5. This journal was the first 
Australian publication to have a truly pictorial cover, printed from half-tone illustrations. The 
contents concentrated on the pictorial postcard craze of the day rather than stamps, but contains 
interesting information on the work of local publishers, and also on the collotype production 
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The Post Card Stamp Collectors' Journal. Vol. / , No. 5, February 1907. 

method used for postcards. In the final issue new information from Mr George Blackey on the 
South Australian Departmental stamps was promised, but of course never eventuated. 

(15a) The Australian Philatelic Exchange. This journal is not listed by Lloyd-Smith, and no 
reference has been found in any other sources. It fa lls outside the period covered by the Crawford 
Library, so is not listed in the catalogue of that collection . Three issues have been acquired by the 
R.P.S.V. Library from the William Ricketts library. These are Vol. 1, No. 3 (July 1914), Vol. 1, 
No. 4 (October 1914) and Vol. 2, No. 1 (January 1915). This indicates a quarterly magazine, and 
assuming regular issues Vol. 1, No. 1 would have appeared in January 1914. Volume 1 was 
serially numbered, finishing at page 36, and Vol. 2, No. 1 has 14 pages . Vol. 1, No. 4 and Vol. 
2, No. 1 have coloured paper wrappers. · 

The Australian Philatelic Exchange was published by A.R. Hawke, of Booleroo Centre, 
South Australia. It is devoted almost entirely to the business of the Australian Philatelic 
Exchange, "devoted to postage stamp exchange only", and seems to have been the first 
publication of this sort in Australia . Journals of exchange and correspondence clubs were to 
proliferate in the late 1920s and 1930s. 

(20) Trahair's Monthly Circular (December 1968, page 99). William T. Trahair took over the 
stamp dealing business of Fred Hagen in 1923 , acquiring with it The Australian Philatelist, the 

34 



JUNE 1996 PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 
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The Australian Philatelic Exchange. 
Vol. I , No. 4, October 1914. 

firm 's house organ. Established in 1894, The Australian Philatelist was at that time easily 
Australia's longest-lived philatelic periodical. However, competition from both Sydney (The 
Australian Stamp Journal) and Melbourne (The Australian Philatelic Record) had reduced the 
viability of The Australian Philatelist, and Trahair discontinued the journal at the end of Volume 
30 in October I 924. 

Trahair did, however, immediately institute Trahair's Monthly Circular the following month . 
This was a 4-page leaflet containing new issue news and advertisements. This lasted only four 
issues, Nos. 1-4, dated October 1924, December 1924, January 1925 and February 1925 . Lloyd
Smith had apparently been unable to inspect any copies, but the R.P.S.V. Library now has a 
complete file acquired from the I ibrary of the late Robert Taylor of Sydney . Another partial set 
(missing No. I) is in a private library in Melbourne. 

(22) Hagen's Bulletin (June 1969, page 44). This was the successor to Trahair's Monthly 
Circular, the first issue appearing in October 1925. The first 43 numbers were published by 
Trahair until May 1929, when Mr Evan T. Jones purchased the business and became the 
publisher. Lloyd-Smith had seen very few examples of the journal, and based his comments on 
a partial set held by Mr Brian Peace in England. The R.P.S.V. Library has now acquired what is 
can be determined is a complete set, from the library of the late Robert Taylor of Sydney. The 
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Trahair's Monthly Circular. 
No. I . October I 924. 

JUNE 1996 

journal consists of new issue notes and advertising, but the information on Australian 
Commonwealth stamps is of some value, as this is often quite specialised. There is for example, 
information on the dates of appearance of various watermarks, perforations, and imprints of the 
Kangaroo and George v stamps which is unavailable elsewhere. 

There were 73 issues in total, the last being in December 1931. No. 71 of August 1931 , was 
the last titled Hagen's Bulletin. The last two issues, Nos .. 72 and 73 (October and December 
1931 ), are titled The Bulletin, with Jones stating in No. 72 that "Under agreement I was allowed 
to trade under the old 'Hagen' name for a certain period which has now expired Consequently, 
'Hagen's Bulletin', as it has been known for the past six years, now becomes 'The Bulletin' .. . ". 
In the same issue Jones adds that "To be candid, the 'Bulletin' does not bring sufficient business 
to warrant the time spent in preparing it. In fact, I may later on discontinue altogether and devote 
the time to more profitable matters ... ". No 73 contains no specific indication of the 
discontinuation of The Bulletin, but it was almost certaiinly the last issue. 
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Hagen's Bulletin . 
No. I, October 1925. 

PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 

AN INTRODUCTION. 

P1rh.apt; Wt: h1 rdl )' need une. Hagins "llull etln" I• , in r11Ht1, a contlnuitl1111 
If ~11 r " Monthly C ircular", which .v•1 co1111m1nc1d 1n No""l""bcr 11f IHt ,. .. ,, •Jtlf 
wtucti h•~ .• •h•rt but 111<1c11•t .. 1 Utt of tour IHwu. Jutt lllri'l•Jt It. "pwlulty WH 
a1wr1cl, ch.,IOH owr wlllth wt frtad 110 contl'ol, occ1.1rrff In tht ,.,.,,,,,,.._,ftt of Hie 
"'"'"· ind 11 • "Hit1t, th1 "Clrcul.11 •·" '"'"' to 1n 11bfout1l tt1d. 

Now - I01troduct U11 " 9ullt:Un,'' 11nlll ho1:io. to IH H attain al\ IYll'I iv-attt 
,.pul1rlty than /ti prcUec"tor. Wt do ..et ctiiol"' It ta M u11yth l"Cll ,.." tJllMt 1 
tr1d1 clrcular, hut nevtrt hd111 wlll •nd:tavour, 11 tar 11 '"' li"'tltd lflHI wUl attiw. 
to c:hronn:lci n1w1 •nd 1i.tH of 1 ''"'''' ~ilat1llc 111t1.1rt . 

111 paul11q.. Jutt a few word• 11n our bwaln..11 .,,,01od1. Wt 11~ to Mil Itel lloll. 
l"or that ,.,''°" 01.1r pl'lcH •r• c11t to a n'lil" t"";,1'". CondlOo" I• "'"'· •nd •II •ur ~ 
•r• Ullll Dl'I tl'lo. dltUl'ltl und•rU1l'ldin11 lh&t - wilt gladly rohntd )'Clllr ..,0 ,..,. thould 
th.,- not De II re:pro .. l'lllld. Whon r•11 Hnd an order to FNd H191l'I, ,-011 .. tid It to 
I Plrm whl101 lt111 • rocord of l'llr l'l1lf a c1nh1r1'• f1lr dt•lh•t· 

The "8ullelll'I" will •PP••r '•1ul1rl)' on th1 flr.t ot •Ml'I rna1111010, •ltd wU! "" rn•ll•d 

~ :::,;~~:~• .!;; t~~::r1::.•r. ltud It f'ilm end to ll'ld, thorl tro •P1Mr1u1t+tlu 

HEW ttau~· 01" THE MONTH. 

.N OTE.- Wbure lhu llUllDPI 11rl! 1•1:t rou
l~lf'O bot not lll'l"l!d, •11ppu .. · 11. .. ,." n0t 
~n rel'•l"*'I ,..b~n .. ., went w 1.1t'11••· 
ltoot or thf'lll, ho• "v•r , ,..Ill ti. prlCilfd 
In A foUu • ·ial{ 1 .. u,. of 01'1 " Dullf1lla:· 
~r~=~~ fnr nt!'ll' illl'Ut\l 1n1rnl hll.l'f.' J)OOl.Ali!I 

ALQl!:JUA. 

'l'.trn followin" l'riu1ch ILO.llll* b11vo r• 
IJtl!Vti iJ lh~ Al1t1rl111l OYO.rprlal:-k 
ffillun. 151· Piu;t1•11r, '46..! fkl••r. nre. 
var ie!lf'J ff'lr ~hi . 

8ARIADOg, 

Th,. no .. · Jll)lta,.:11 u11'1 t'tlll'@.nu• Hrk>m 
~frlHll ht.or m.onth. 1'b.e d11 ">i.n 111 11111.I· 
lar to the 1111 ""'· hut th 11t.11ms>t1 aNJ of ••rru te1rm1.i . ~d . LO 611 . .El1&l torl/3 . 

;j;,M:1~1t ,.i:!'io~,~~ . 1/ 1, SI- pur . nn blm. 

IRAZIL. 
we bu., re«ohlttf • UIW IOI f'lllt polll · 

ltKft d11.,, 011 •1tf!r•m.1rkP.d Pl'IM\r. Jff 
l't!it co rmia <·. Prl~ Jd. 

8ULGAl'UA. 

Thnte 1'11.IUM Ill .. IU!W' M•tln romln• 
Nttl~ or th!! old .. lloo ro.1n1wint" 11 .. 11• 
lum• iirt'h"tt. lb, U , IQ atOL J far Jd, 

CIYLON. 

Wt" bM.l'e r<!!<w.I Y•d t h• 15c Hd He 
11crlpt wrnll, from Ilk lWo, U. lllllt• .. 
1f'lklw fd~ ltlr: "1ol6t ••d bin~ tr .. a &cl , 

CZt:CHO SLOVAKIA. 

l)er1n, "'w Tllhlh la the llMta.f• 41.M 

~o~;:. ha~:·4~·=. C:,"1·~ ~~1=eb::: 
tor td. 

""-10 HAOllN . llOX uo. Q,f'.O., aYDfrijaV. 

___ _; 

(51) The Southern Cross Philatelic Trader (June 1970, page 52). This trade journal, "published 
monthly for bona fide dealers only", was published by The Philatelic Publishers, first of East 
Kew, Vic., later Preston, Vic . The first issue was March 1946. Lloyd-Smith states that the last 
number was November 1948 (Vol. 3, No. 9), after which publication ceased. However, the 
R.P.S.V. Library now has a number of later issues, donated by Mark Fabbi, the latest being May 
1950 (Vol. 5, No. 3). There is no indication in the editorial matter of this issue that it was the last, 
so that date the publication ceased is uncertain . 

No mention has been made here of the numerous exchange club and correspondence club 
magazines which proliferated in the 1930s. Some were quite ephemeral, lasting only a few issues, 
while others had a long life. These contain a greater or lesser amount of philatelic content, to the 
extent that some are on the borderline as to whether they should be considered philatelic 
periodicals; Ron Lloyd-Smith purposely excluded a number from his original articles. The 
Society's holding of these is extensive, and a full listing will be found in the new Library 
Catalogue to be published on I September. 
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QUEENSLAND: THE SECOND TYPE 
CROWN OVER Q PAPER AND THE 

ld DUTY STAMP OF 1878-79 

By KEN SCUDDER 

A recent aquisition turned out to be the original sheet of paper sent from the Lithographic 
Office of the Treasury, Brisbane, to De La Rue, in London, as a sample of the sheet size and of 
the watermark positioning required for the new electrotype postage stamps of 1879. This has been 
verified by reference to a copy of the sheet on film in the De La Rue records from the Australian 
Joint Copying Project held by the La Trobe Library, Melbourne. 

On 18th December, 1878 the Queensland Government Office in London asked De La Rue 
to quote for 210 reams of postage stamp paper, to be supplied bound in books of 500 sheets, with 
"the Water Mark to be the same as that now used in postage stamps". Enclosed with the request, 
was a sheet of plain paper, upon which was printed a sheet of the Id Duty stamp issued in the 
second half of that year. 

This sheet, 151/e" x 9V-i", had written on the back, in red crayon, "Size of Sheet" underlined, 
and below, "Water Mark to fall in Centre of Stamps". On the front was a plain butt above the 
printed stamps, with, at the top, "Binding" inverted written in pencil , and at the top right, 
sideways looking to the left, "500" written twice, in red crayon, once on the butt and once on the 
top of the sheet. The vertical margins between the stamps were also lined in with pencil, but not 
the horizontal margins. The markings in pencil were most probably made at De La Rue's. 

William Knight, the Government Engraver at the Lithographic Office had previously made 
the recommendation that the same kind of paper and watermark be used for both postage and duty 
stamps. 

The new sheets were as requested in size and watermark layout , however, the watermarks 
were not an exact duplication of that then current. The Crown was different, and so, slightly, was 
the Q, giving what is now known as the Type II "Crown over Q" watermark. Also included in the 
watermarking was an enclosing single border line around the stamp watermarks, and at the top 
in the butt, in letters 11 mm high and some 185mm across, was "QUEENSLAND ST AMP 
DUTY". 

As it happened, it was not until 1892 that this paper was used for duty stamps; although it 
may have been so used a few months earlier in the first printings of the Bradbury Wilkinson high 
value stamps on this paper, though the date of this event is uncertain. Other than that it was used 
solely for the printing of postage stamps to 1907, when it was phased out on the introduction of 
the Commonwealth paper. 

This proof sheet of the Id Duty stamp is printed in a very pale purple shade. It must have 
been a very early printing as the lack of make-ready is quite apparent, with many blank areas 
throughout, making it obvious that the plate was made up of "groups of four" electros. In fact, it 
is very surprising that this particular sheet was sent at all, and particularly so to De La Rue who 
were printers of high standing. It is very obvious that at that early stage in the introduction of 
printing from electrotype that Knight was having some considerable problems. 

In view of the fact that perfectly good proof sheets of the Id postage stamps were produced 
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in August 1878 it is hard to see why such a poor sample was handed over as late as December. 
One may only conclude that it was sent to the Queensland Government Office in London before 
August but that the request to De La Rue to quote for the new paper was delayed awaiting the 
Postmaster-General waiving his objection to the reduction in the sheet size from 240 set to 120 
set. This he did on 26th August. However, this does not fully explain the delay to the 18th 
December 1878, or why this sheet was not replaced but, perhaps, this last fact was just an 
oversight. 

Unfortunately, Knight is not the only one to have problems, as an examination of the 
composition of the "groups of four" on this sheet shows that this author is also in trouble. In the 
June 1994 issue of Philately from Australia, the article on this Id Duty stamp read: "The final 
chapter relating to the type layout of the "group of four" of the working die used for the 
production of the electros for the plate, may now be written." This has now turned out to be not 
so as the top and bottom pairs need to be transposed . 

Referring to the illustrations in the article; Types I and II shown there are at the top of the 
"group of four" and should be re-classified as Types III and IV. Likewise, the bottom two types 
shou ld be at the top as Types I and II. 

The Type descriptions, as given in Philately from Australia, Dec. 1993, remain the same.The 
only change is that now, Type A is Type IV ; Type Bis Type III; Type C is Type I; and Type D 
is Type II. 

The problem arose simply because of the lack of stamps with marginal line watermarks. 
Two stamps with bottom line marginal watermarks classified as Type D's, having no 
distinguishing flaw, turned out to be two Type A's with overinked lower frames, thus hiding the 
main distinguishing features of this type, the break in the lower frame. 

Perhaps one may be allowed to console oneself with the saying, "The person who never 
made an error never made anything" . One can only try. 

The date of issue of this Id Duty stamp is uncertain . It is reputed to have been "Mid 1878", 
although the earliest, pen cancel led, dated copies seen and held by the author are 14th and 28th 
November 1878. We should be pleased to hear of any earli er dated copies. 

POSTAL HISTORY OF THE NORTHERN 
TERRITORY 

CORRECTIONS AND SUPPLEMENT NO. 3 

By EDWARD A. WILLIAMS, F.R.P.S.L. 

A Iterations and add it ions are referred to the relevant page of The Postal History of the 
Northern Territory, 1824-1988: 

Page 132. Darwin. After (e) add: Unframed one-line "LOOSE SHIP LETTERS" 37.5 x 3mm. 
Seen on an incoming postcard from Portugal to Sydney with Pt. Darwin squared 
circ le OC 12/02. 
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Page 138. Darwin. After (j) add: Double line oval with wavy inner line inscribed "THE 
POSTMASTER/*DARWIN*", 1Jul1941 in violet. 

Page 149. Parap. The statement ending the introductory notes "The name PARAPARAP does 
not appear on a datestamp" etc. is in error. The Type 5 c.d.s. was in fact inscribed 
"PARAPARAP". The date in (a) Type 5 should read 1918-1921, 1925(?). 

Page 151 . Adelaide River. An earlier Type 4 c.d.s. turned up in the Stanley Gibbons sale of 1 
December 1995. The letters of the inscription are smaller than the letters in the Type 
4 illustration in the handbook, with significant space between the inscription and the 
ring of the c.d.s. Date line letters are considerably larger. Approx. 30mm. - SE 24. 

Page 158. Alice Springs. U) early date 12 OC 67 now seen. 

Page 167. Arltunga. (a) later dates May and 2 August 1913 now seen. 

Page 174. Bird um. Type 6. Extend reported date of use to 1945. 

Page 179. Charlotte Waters. Collectors are referred to the P. Callas article "The Rise and Fall 
of Charlotte Waters, N.T." in Philately from Australia, June 1975. 

Page 182. Charlotte Waters. Numeral cancel "252" was supposedly assigned to this post 
office early on, but by the I 890's at least it was at G.P.O. Adelaide for emergency 
use . 

Page 194. Katherine. Katherine Gorge was " handed over" to the Jarwan people about 1989. 

Page 200. Maranboy. In (b) and below the illustration the type should be Type 5, not Type 
4. 

Page 220. Timber Creek. Post office closed I 0 October 1994. 

Page 233 . Yuendumu. Post office closed about February 1989 by unilateral decision of the 
local agency - "not worthwhile" . 

Pages 274-277. Naval Markings (Darwin). This ship received minor damage from the 
Japanese air attack on Darwin in February 1942. The ship was immobilised for a 
short period. The vessel remained at Darwin until early 1943 . On a cover posted by 
an officer on the Platypus "H.M.A.S./SHIPS" was struck in blue and the Darwin 
boxed "PAQUEBOT' struck across the stamp. On the reverse is the officer's name 
with "Platypus" below. The cover was marked airmail, addressed to Minlaton, S.A. 
The current Minlaton c.d.s. was struck on the reverse, upper left, 6 JA 42. 

Page 300. Official stamps used in the Northern Territory. Add under "PUNCTURED 
O.S.": 

1906 
1914 
1931 

Id SA 
Id Kangaroo 
2d George V 
3d George V 
5d George V 

Add under "OVERPRJNTED O.S.": 

Katherine 
Brock's Creek 
Pine Creek 
Pine Creek 
Pine Creek 

1932 6d Kangaroo Pine Creek 

Page 301 . Add to "Code for the Post Offices": 
K Katherine 

Acknowledgments: Some of the information in this supplement is derived from Premier 
Postmark Auctions, Sale No. 12, 6 June 1995. The additions to the Official stamp listing are from 
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the Christie's Taylor/Collas sale catalogue of 26 October 1995. The Darwin "LOOSE SHIP 
LETTER" marking is from the Macray Watson sale catalogue of 3 March 1995. The new 
Adelaide River c.d.s. appeared in the Stanley Gibbons sale catalogue of I December 1995. 

THE 4Yid KING GEORGE V DIE II 
By GEOFF KELLOW, F.R.P.S.L. 

The issue of this famous stamp in collectors' sets in the 1930's and 1940's is well-known. 
However, little information has ever come to light on the circumstances of this issue, or of the 
quantity of stamps involved. This situation can now be corrected, as a series ofletters between 
the Post Office and the Note Printing Branch has been located. This correspondence is in Reserve 
Bank of Australia file NP-a4-13 , which deals for the main part with the postal rates increase from 
I Yid to 2d in 1930 and arrangements made for the provision of the necessary stamps, including 
the surcharges on both adhesive stamps and postal stationery. 

On 19 January 1931 Mr A.J . Christie, on behalf of the Director-General of the Post Office 
(H.P. Brown), wrote to the Stamp Printer, John Ash : 

It has been brought to the notice of this Department that copies of 4 Y2d stamps included in sets of 
specimen stamps are ofa philatelic variety which has not previously been on issue. It would appear that 
the 4 Y2d stamp on sale prior to the recent alteration of the postal rates was printed from what is known to 
philatelists as Die I wliile those included in sets are apparently printed from Die II . 

2. It is not the practice of this Department to differentiate between printings. As long as a stamp is a 
standard copy and meets the ordinary requirements of postage this office is not concerned. In this case, 
however, it seems that possibly speculation will arise amongst philatelists in connection with the copies 
included in sets as these stamps will be comparatively rare. 

3. When the 4 Y2 d stamp was rendered obsolete by the altered postal rates 200 sheets were obtained 
from you for specimen purposes. It would seem that these stamps were printed Die II. 

4. It would be appreciated if you would furnish your comments on this matter and particularly 
regarding the last printing of the 4Y,d stamp made by you. 

The matter was passed to the Storekeeper at the Note Printing Branch, Mr Parker, for 
investigation, who reported as follows on 22 January : 

In reference to the attached memo, it is not possible to state whether the 200 sheets issued to the 
Central P.M.G.'s were from the old or the new print, without checking the stock in the Strongroom, but, 
from the information I have at hand, it would appear that the 200 were from the new print. 

The number printed from new plates 20,000 
Spoils 16 
Total taken into Stock 19,984 

Purported to be on hand: 
New print in Strongroom 13 ,748 
File Copy I 
Overprinted 5d 6,035 19,784 
Balance not accounted for 200 
These figures are taken from my stock taking book, and I would not vouch that the 13,748 are all in 

the new print in stock, but as far as I can recollect this is correct. 
If required, I will have the stock of4Y2d checked tomorrow morning when we are in the strongroom. 
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A proper check of the stock was requested, and Parker wrote a further report on 31 January: 

The following 4Y2d stamps are held in stock :-

14,751sheets , 120 on, made up as follows -
New Print 12,764 sheets Ord. 

984 O.S. 
Old Print 

Total 

13 ,748 
1,003 

14,751 

sheets 
sheets 

sheets 

The total print of 4Y2d stamps from the new plates was 20,000 sheets, 120 on -

Taken into stock 
Spoi ls 

19,984 sheets 
16 sheets 

20,000 sheets 

Of the number taken into stock, 200 were issued to the Postmaster General's Department, 6,035 for 
overprinting, and I file copy, leaving a balance of 13,748 sheets, including the 984 sheets ofO.S. stamps. 

Ash replied to the Director-General on 2 February: 

Referring to your letter of 19th January 1931 , we desire to advise that our records show that 20,000 
sheets of the 4 Y2d stamp were printed from the new plates. In view, however, of the revision in the postage 
rates, none of these stamps was issued - except the 200 sheets referred to by you as having been supplied 
to your office. 

This ends the correspondence. Of the total printing of20,000 sheets of the 4Yid Die II, only 
200 sheets (= 24,000 stamps) were supplied to P.M.G. Central Office for making up into 
collectors' sets. As stated in the current edition of the Australian Commonwealth Specialists' 
Catalogue, the stamp was initially withdrawn from the sets following its discovery, but was 
subsequently re-included from late in 1932, probably to prevent the specu lation which was 
referred to in the Post Office's initial enquiry. The stamp remained in the co llectors' sets until 
1944, when all obsolete stamps were withdrawn. It is not known whether all 24,000 stamps were 
sold in these sets, or whether there was a sizeable remainder destroyed following this withdrawal. 
In any case, the writer's estimate of "several thousand" stamps so ld in these sets, given in the 
A.C.S.C., probably needs to be revised upwards.The current Australia Post archival holding of 
this stamp (all in mint condition) is, contrary to some rumours, quite small. 

The existence of the 4Yid Die 11 stamp punctured OS has not been previously recorded. It 
was standard practice to convert sheets considered unsuitable for public consumption for any 
reason to OS stamps, without reference to the current stock of such stamps. None, of course, 
were ever issued. The remaining stock of 13, 748 sheets of Die II stamps at the Note Printing 
Branch would have been subsequently destroyed, although the record of this has yet to be found. 

It should also be pointed out that this correspondence also reveals the quantity printed of 
the "FIVE PENCE" on 4Yid surcharge. This is given in the A.C.S.C. as 250,000 stamps, on the 
basis of a contemporary Australian Stamp Monthly report. The actual figure, as quoted above, 
is 6,035 sheets(= 724,200 stamps). 
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THEDE LARUE 
CORRESPONDENCE BOOKS 

Compiled by GEOFF KELLOW, F.R.P.S.L. 

(continued from March 1996, page 27) 

VII. NEW ZEALAND 

The New Zealand Correspondence Books are extensive, beginning in 1867, and contain a 
vast amount of information of considerable philatelic importance of which little use has yet been 
made. It should be noted that the De La Rue records have not been used, up to this time, in the 
compilation of the series of New Zealand handbooks published by The Royal Philatelic Society 
of New Zealand. 

The first work perfonned by De La Rue for the New Zealand Government was in 1867 
when an order was received for "NZ" watermarked paper for Stamp Duty adhesives, and printing 
inks . The first postage stamp paper was ordered late in 1871 , and the following year the order 
arrived for the manufacture of postage stamp plates (the I d-1 /- "First Sidefaces"). Subsequently, 
the Colony preferred locally manufactured plates, and the only other plates manufactured by De 
La Rue prior to 1920 were for postal orders (these were also printed in London). The New 
Zealand stamp papers have been well-studied, and as collectors will know, the De La Rue paper 
contract was terminated in 1923 in favour of Jones . 

In 1919 De La Rue secured the contract to produce the 1920 Victory issue, and these stamps 
were the subject of considerable correspondence. The finn performed no work for New Zealand 
between 1923 and 1932, but in the latter year a request was received for a tender for a proposed 
pictorial issue. The contract was secured by De La Rue, but such were the trials and tribulations 
in securing approval for the engraved dies, and especially in obtaining a suitab le supply of paper, 
that the stamps were not issued until 1935. The correspondence on these stamps is voluminous, 
covering not only the difficulties of initial production, but also the wartime period when 
production was disrupted by the bombing of De La Rue's printing works. During this period De 
La Rue also produced the 1934 Health stamp. A number of aspects of this correspondence have 
been studied by Allan Berry and published in The Kiwi, journal of the New Zealand Society of 
Great Britain . 

The New Zealand Correspondence Books also contain the letters relative to the firm's work 
for Western Samoa; these have been separated and will be dealt with in a separate insta lment. 

The correspondence is, up to 1905, between De La Rue and the Agent-General for New 
Zealand in London (AG). From 1907 the Office of the High Commissioner for New Zealand 
(HC) had been established. The Crown Agents (CA) are not involved, except in 1872 when they 
give pennission for the use of their Queen's head die for the postage stamp dies. A small group 
of letters in the Crown Agents Correspondence Book are, with one exception, non-philatelic in 
nature. From 1933, the Post Office Stores Department (POSD) become intimate ly involved in 
the development of the Pictorial issue, being used by the High Commissioner for approval of dies 
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and plates. There is also a number of letters between De La Rue and Wiggins, Teape & Co. 
(WT), the paper supplier. 

Non-philatelic work performed by De La Rue for the New Zealand Government involved 
bond and debenture plates and paper, and Railway Tickets. 

5.3 .1867 

13.3 .1867 

25.3 .1867 

8.3 .1867 

12.3 .1867 

15.3.1867 

18.3 .1867 

19.3 .1867 

20.3.1867 

22.3.1867 

27.3.1867 

9.4.1867 

30.3.1867 

3.5.1867 

16.5.1867 

8.9.1871 

11.9.1871 

12.9.11171 

12.9.1871 

28.9.1871 

1.11.1871 

2.11.1871 

15 .2.1872 

From AG - tender requested for I 00 reams of Stamp Duty paper and the following quantities of fugitive 
ink: 

25 lbs. mauve 
20 lbs . green 
20 lbs . blue 
20 lbs . brown 

20 lbs . red 
20 lbs. yellow 
10 lbs. flake white 

From DLR - re 5.3.1867, tender enclosed. Varnish will also be required for use with fugitive inks. 

From AG - advising the mail steamer leaves on 2 April. 

From AG - advising with regret that the Agent-General cannot pay a visit tomorrow. 

From AG - asking for a reply to the letter of 5.3.1867. 

From AG - re 13.3 .1867, tender accepted. If the old "NZ" moulds are suitable for the new paper, then 
these may be used. 

From DLR-re 15.3.1867, acknowledged. Please send specimen sheet of paper. 

From AG - re 18 .3.1867, specimen sheet enclosed. 

Telegramfrom R.D. Turner to DLR - "Is the NZ intended to read from left to right commencing from 
the wide margin ." 

From R.D. Turner to DLR- sheets of the 4d and !Od New South Wales paper are enclosed. The NZ 
moulds have arrived. 

From DLR - I 0 reams of Stamp Duty paper will be ready for despatch via Panama on I April. The 
paper is specially prepared for use with the mauve fugitive ink. 

From DLR - the letters "NZ" and inscriptions have been removed from the watermark moulds and 
destroyed. 

DLR memo - shipped per R.M.S.P. Co . via Panama - 10 reams Stamp Duty paper and a portion of the 
order for fugitive ink. 

From Chafford Mills to DLR - thr. sheet enclosed is the exact size of the drawing sent to us . 60 reams 
more have now been made. 

From DLR - shipping note per "Asterope''. 105 reams of Stamp Duty paper and remaining portion of 
fugitive inks. 

From AG - request for tender for I 00 reams of Stamp Duty paper. 

From DLR-re 8.9.1871 , tender enclosed. 

From AG - re 11.9.1871 , tender accepted. 

From DLR - re 12 .9.1871 , acknowledged. 

From DLR- enclosing invoice for 20 reams of Stamp Duty paper. The delay has been caused by transit 
of the paper between the mill and London . 

From AG - the invoice for the second portion of the Stamp Duty paper shows 2 reams in excess. Please 
explain. 

From DLR - re 1.11 .1971, it is impossible to exactly calculate spoilage in manufacture . A variation of 
I 0% is accepted in the trade . 

From AG - the first 20 reams of the Stamp Duty paper order of September 1871 was lost in the wreck 
of the S.S. "Rangoon" and needs to be replaced. 
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16.2. 1872 From DLR - re 15.2. 1872, acknowledged. The paper is machine-made and it is not possible to 
undertake less than 40-50 reams. 

17.2. 1872 From AG - re 16.2. 1872, acknowledged. The Agent-General will reply when he returns to town . 

26.2. 1872 From AG - re 16.2. 1872, the facture of 40-50 reams is approved. 

28.2. 1872 From DLR - re 26.2. 1872, acknowledged. 

22.3 . 1872 From DLR - the Stamp Duty paper is ready fo r shipment. 

23 .3. I 872 From AG - re 22.3 . 1872, acknowledged. 

11 .4. 1872 From DLR - enclos ing voucher fo rm fo r Stamp Duty paper. 

7. 12. 187 1 From Colonial Secrelary, Welling/on to AG - the current postage stamp plates are now worn. Please 
ascertain if the original dies in your [AG] possession can be used to prepare electrotypes , and if so 
organise for 250 to be sent of Id, 2d, 3d, 4d, 6d and 1/- values. If the dies are unsuitable a new design 
similar to that attached (2c Nova Scotia] is required. If it is decided to continue to use intaglio printing 
new Id, 2d and 6d pl ates are required. 
Also required fo r use with electrotypes will be the fo llowing printing inks: 

21 lbs. bright red 15 lbs. light blue 
21 lbs. light chocolate-brown 15 lbs. crimson-lake 
15 lbs. mauve 9 lbs. light green 

Also a supply of I 00 reams of pos tage stamp paper showing a "Star" watermark . 

23 .7. 1872 From DLR - re 16.7. 1872 (missing - but apparently covering letter From AG enclosing letter of 
7. 12. 187 1, we suggest the use of electrotypes, fo r which a tender enclosed. The present dies cannot be 
adapted fo r th is. (A long letter outl ines the advantages of surface-printing). 

1.8.1872 From AG - re 23 .7. 1872, tender accepted fo r the manufacture of Id, 2d, 3d, 4d, 6d and 1/- postage 
stamp plates, 240-on, and fo r a dandy ro ll fo r postage stamp paper. The Crown Agents have been asked 
fo r the use of the Queen's Head die. 

1.8 . 1872 From AG to CA - as king fo r the use of the Queen's Head die, and fo r Crown Agents to superintend the 
manu fac ture of the dies and pl ates . 

2.8. 1872 From CA to AG- use of Queen's Head die is granted, and it is agreed to superintend manufacture of the 
dies and plates . 

6.8. 1872 From AG - enclosing letters of 1.8. 1872 and 2.8. 1872. 

3. 12. 1872 From AG - advis ing that the postage stamps will be printed in New Zealand . A tender is requested for: 
I 00 reams of postage stamp paper 
print ing press 
printing inks - 21 lbs. bright red 15 lbs. light blue 

21 lbs. light chocolate-brown 15 lbs. crimson-lake 
15 lbs. mauve 9 lbs. light green 

6. 12. 1872 From DLR - re 3. 12. 1872, asking what equipment the Government Printing Office has for surface
printing, and suggesting printing fi ve reams of stamps from each plate in England. 

13. I. 1873 From AG - re 6. 12. 1872, please add tenders fo r three Harro ld & Sons expanding rollers, and six roller 
sticks for these. A letter has been sent to the Colony concerning printing a supply of the stamps here. 

16. I. 1873 From DLR - re 3. 12. 1873 and 13. I . 1873, tenders enclosed. 

27. I. 1873 From AG - re 16. I. 1873, tenders not accepted 

3.2. 1873 From AG - please fo rward the dandy ro ll that was made in expectation of receiving the order to this 
offi ce. If suitable, it will be accepted. 

5.2. 1873 From AG - re 3.2. 1873, the dandy ro ll is accepted. 

17.2. 1873 From AG - our letter of 27 . 1.1 873 is withdrawn, and your tenders are accepted. 

19.2. 1873 From DLR - re 17.2. 1873 , acknowledged. 

28 . I. 1873 From DLR - asking Agent-General to call concerning the postage stamp affair. 

31. I. 1873 From AG - re 28 . I. 1873, the Agent-General is too busy to call. 
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4.2.1873 

5.2.1873 

27.2. 1873 

11.2. 1873 

11.2. 1873 

28.3 .1873 

8.4.1873 

26.4.1873 

24.4. 1873 

28 .4.1873 

20.10.1874 

20.10.1874 

30.7.1874 

29.7.1874 

22.10.1874 

4.11.1874 

11.11.1 874 

11.1 2.1874 

14.12. 1874 

15.12.1874 

7.1.1 885 

8. 1.1875 

26.2 .1 875 

3.4. 1875 

From DLR - re 31.1.1873, acknowledged. An interv iew with the Agent-General is of urgent importance. 
If our tender fo r paper is declined, we will not assist our competition by making the dandy roll. 

From AG - re 4.2.1873, an interv iew can be arranged at my private res idence. 

From J.H. Morrison (Shipping Agents) lo DLR - 4 March is the latest date fo r shipping to New Zealand 
per "Jubilee". Can the goods be ready by then? 

From AG - fo llowing our interview, I am sure some amicable agreement should be poss ible. 

From AG - re 11 .2. 1873, I have seen Mr. Waterlow and he has agreed to retire his offer. The order wi ll 
be given to you. 

From DLR - the whole order is now ready. Please ask the Crown Agents to hand over the printing plates 
and paper fo r packing. We suggest that the di es be left in the custody of the Crown Agents, since they 
could not be used in New Zealand. Several sheets of proofs have been printed from the pl ates, 
including one set on enamelled card . We would li ke to re tain one set fo r our records. 

From AG - please ship the goods without delay. 

DLR internal memo (Mr. W.W. De La Rlle) - owing to the diffi culty of securing the order, I thought it 
best to make it as compl icated as poss ible, and so sent chemically prepared paper. 

From DLR - asking to whom the goods are to be sent. 

From DLR- enclos ing invo ices. Onl y 50 reams of postage stamp paper is yet ready. The cases contain 
the fo llowing proof sheets: 

5 x Id Imitation Vermilion 
5x ld A Red 
5 x 2d Blue 
5 x 3d Tyrian Plum 

5 x 4d Carmine 
5 x 6d Brown 
5 x 1/- Green 

Imitation Vermilion is a difficult ink to work with. We suggest using the "A Red" ink of which a sample 
is enclosed. Also included in the case are the overlay sheets. Instructions are enclosed fo r the use of the 
printing plates and inks . 

From DLR - re 20.10. 1874, the postage stamp paper is in production. The price must be increased for 
the additional s ize . 

From AG - enclos ing letters of 29.7. I 874 and 30.7. 1874 . 

From Colonial Secretary, Wellington to AG - enclosing memo of 29. 7.1874 from Government Printe r. 

From Government Printer to Colonial Secretary - 100 reams of pos tage stamp paper is needed. More 
size is needed than in the last suppl y. 

From AG - re 20.10.1874, new price fo r postage stamp paper is accepted. 

From DLR - re 20.10.1874, we much regret the diffi culty experienced with the postage stamp paper. 
It is identical to that supplied to Great Britain , India and the Colonies, and we can onl y assume that 
the cl imate has had an effect. The paper suppl ied was given a greenish hue by a chemical process , but 
in future it will be kept white. 

From DLR- re 22.10.1874, please write to Crown Agents and ask them to fo rward the dandy roll . 

From AG - enclos ing order fo r I 00,000 sheets of Stamp Duty paper, bound in books of I 00. 

From DLR - re 11 .12. 1874, 20 reams of paper is needed as soon as poss ible. 

From DLR - re 11 .12.1874, acknowledged. 

From AG - P. & 0 . in fo rms us that the 20 reams of Stamp Duty paper will need to be received by 
Tuesday next. 

From DLR - re 7.1.1875 , owing to the delay caused by the Christm as break, and in getting the dandy 
ro ll , the paper cannot be ready. 

From AG - enclosing order fo r 40 lbs. Tyri an purple and 30 lbs. Crimson lake printing inks. 

From DLR - advising that a sheet of Stamp Duty paper has been mislaid, but has most likely been 
bound into one of the books and shipped to the Colony. 
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18.11 .1875 From Stamp Printing Department, Wellington lo DLR - an order is to be sent to you for postage stamp 
paper. Some sheets in the last batch were insufficiently sized and the gum showed through. Also 
enquiring as to the method used to perforate British stamps. 

21 .2.1876 From AG - enclosing an order for 200 reams of postage stamp paper. 

-.3. 1876 From AG - asking for the New Zealand postage dies to be delivered. 

3.5.1876 From Cha.fiord Mills to DLR- advising that an alteration to the dandy ro ll to enable the inclusion of 
a butt is possible. 

5.5.1876 Memo from R.D. Turner to DLR - illustrating the alteration to the dandy ro ll , and its cost. 

8.5.1876 From AG - enclosing an order for I 0,000 sheets of postage stamp paper. 

9.5. 1876 From Cha.fiord Mills to DLR - 11 0 (? reams) of New Zealand postage stamp paper is in stock. 

11 .5.1876 From DLR - re 8.5. 1876, acknowledged. A margin wi ll need to be added to permit binding into books. 

16.5.1876 From AG - re 11 .5.1876, the alteration to the dandy ro ll is approved. 

9.6.1876 From DLR - enclosi ng invoice for 52 reams of postage stamp paper. The colour of the paper has been 
improved by the use of a new preparation, and the sheets numbered at top right fo r greater convenience. 

17.10.1876 From DLR- asking for authority to destroy fau lty paper. 

28 .10.1876 From AG - re 17.10.1876, the Crown Agents have been informed. 

20.11 .1876 From AG - enclosing an order for 50 reams of postcard paper. 

9.1.1877 From DLR - re 6.1.1877, samples or postcard paper enclosed . If the paper proves to be a little rough 
it can be improved by glaz ing. 

6.1.1877 

1.6. 1877 

1.6.1877 

9.6. 1877 

12.6. 1878 

16.9.1878 

1.11.1878 

18.2. 1879 

11.5.1879 

29.11.1879 

1.12.1879 

16.3.1880 

13.4.188 1 

14.4.1881 

1.10.1881 

5.10.188 1 

8.10.188 1 

23. 12.188 1 

23 .12.188 1 

From AG - asking for a sample or postcard paper as supplied for the order of 20.11.1876. 

From DLR - we have seen the Yid newspaper stamp, the die of which was made in Melbourne. We 
know you hold an order for a Id Receipt die , but do not feel justified in giving the order to us in view 
of the difference in cost. A tender is enclosed, listing the advantages in quality over the Melbourne die. 

DLR internal memo - reiterating the letter of 1.6.1877 . 

From AG - re 1.6.1877, the order is for a die simi lar to the British Id Inland Revenue stamp. The die 
you suggest does not meet these conditions, and a lesser offer by another firm has been accepted. 

From AG - enclosing an order for I 00 reams of postage stamp paper. 

From AG - please forward postage stamp paper for shipment. 

From AG - enclosing order for I 00 reams of postage stamp paper. 

From AG - request for tender for I/- Law Courts die. 

From DLR - enclosing invoice for the last consignments ( 12.6.1878 and I 11 .1878) of postage stamp 
paper. 

From AG - enclosing an order for 200 reams of postage stamp paper. 

From DLR - re 29.11 .1879, acknowledged . 

From AG - enclosing an order for 30 lbs. crimson-lake and 20 lbs. Tyrian purple printing inks, and 2 
gallons of varnish . 

From AG - enclosing an order for 200 reams of postage stamp paper. 

From DLR - re 13 .4.1881 , acknowledged . 

From AG - tender requested for I 00 reams of postcard paper. 

From DLR - re I. I 0.1881 , tender enclosed . 

From AG - re 5.10.1881 , tender accepted. 

From AG - advising that four books of postage stamp paper have been found to contain sheets with 

blemishes. 

From DLR - re 23 .12.1881 , the paper was retree charged at a reduced rate. 
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12.5.1882 

4.7.1882 

5.7.1882 

12.8.1882 

16.8.1883 

16.6.1883 

18.6.1883 

21.8.1883 

4.9.1883 

4.1.1884 

26.8.1884 

29.1.1885 

29.8.1883 

4.2.1885 

5.8.1885 

7.8.1885 

1.9.1885 

17.3.1886 

8.6.1887 

9.6.1887 

21.12 .1887 

6.12.1887 

22.12.1887 

6.4.1888 

18.4.1888 

19.4.1888 

20.4.1888 

From DLR - advising of the availability ofa new type ofobliterating ink with advantages over other 
types (British stamps cancelled BO 1 attached). 

From AG - enclosing order for 400 reams of postage stamp paper. 

From DLR - re 4.7.1882, acknowledged. 

From Stamp Printing Office, Wellington to DLR - the last 200 reams of postage stamp paper suppl icd 
showed laid lines and presented some difficulty in printing. also ,the printing ink supplied by you a few 
years ago has been found to be unusable. 

From AG-enclosing letters of 16.6.1883 and 18.6.1883 . 

From Colonial Secretary, Wellington to AG - the last two supplies of postage stamp paper have been 
much inferior to previous ones. 

From Colonial Secretary, Wellington to AG - repeating information of 16.6.1883. 

From DLR - re 16.8.1883, we much regret the complaints about the postage stamp paper. Particular care 
will be taken in future . 

From AG - enclosing order for 200 reams of postcard paper. 

From AG - enclosing order for 400 reams of postage stamp paper. 

From DLR - corrected invoice for postcard paper enclosed. 

From AG - it is not possible to say whether the retree paper will be accepted or not. It may be sent on 
approval if you wish. 

From AG to Mr. Bartlett(?CA) - thanking him for his comments on the postage stamp paper, and asking 
that in future no inferior paper be passed. 

From DLR - re 29.1.1885, enclosing the last invoice for postage stamp paper per order of 4.1.1884. 15 
reams of retrce paper will also be sent. Refusal of the retree paper would incur a serious loss to us . It 
is suggested that a standing order be placed for postage stamp paper. 

From DLR - re 29.1.1885 and 4.2.1885, enquiring whether authority has been received to purchase 
retree paper. 

From AG - re 5.8.1885, no authority for purchase of retree paper has been received as yet. 

From AG - instructions have now been received to pay for retrec paper, but in future no such paper will 
be accepted. A standing order is placed for 100 reams of postage stamp paper every four months, the 
first shipment to be within three months of 14. 7.1885. 

From DLR to CA - the New Zealand postage dandy roll requires repairs, and permission is required for 
the roll to be forwarded . (This letter is in the Crown Agents Correspondence Book] . 

From AG - asking for standing order for postage stamp paper to be altered to I 00 reams every six 
months. 

From DLR - re 8.6.1887. acknowledged . The paper due on 12 June is ready and will be delivered ; the 
next delivery will then be 12 December. 

From AG - enclosing memo of 6.12.1887. 

From Inspector for Crown Agents to AG - to avoid confusion each annual supply of postage stamp 
paper will in future be numbered 1-100,000. 

From DLR - re 6.12.1887, the numbering can be added without additional charge. 

From AG - re 6.12.1887 and 22 .12.1887, the Stamp Department does not want the sheets to be 
numbered. 

From AG - Requesting that the standing order for postage stamp paper be suspended until further 
notice. 

From DLR - re 18.4.1888, acknowledged. 13 7 reams are in stock and we request permission to deliver 
these. 

From AG- re 19.4.1888, authorisation is given for 100 reams to be shipped in June, and 37 reams in 
September. 
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28 .7.1388 From AG - re 19.4 .1888, asking whether postage stamp paper has been delivered. 

27 .8.1888 From AG - request for tender for 5cwt. gum arabic and 5cwt. dextrine. 

5.9.1888 From AG - re J0 .8.1888 (missing, apparentl y De La Rue's tender for order of 27.8.1888), tender 
accepted. 

29.7 .1890 From AG- request for tender for 200 reams of pos tage stamp paper. 

1.8.1890 From AG - re J 1.7 .1890 (miss ing, apparently De La Rue's tender for order of 29. 7.1890), tender 
accepted. 

6.8.1890 From DLR - re 1.8.1890, the last postage stamp paper supplied was 37 reams numbered 1- 18,500. There 
is in stock three reams commencing 18,50 I, and it is suggested that the present order be numbered from 
there. Is production to be controlled by the Crown Agents as previously? 

9.8.1890 From AG - re 6.8.1890, suggestion accepted, and agreed Crown Agents will supervise production. 

4.9.1890 From AG - asking whether any postage stamp paper is ready fo r shipment. 

20.11 .1890 From DLR - requesting permission to deliver a small excess quantity of postage stamp paper. 

21.11 .1890 From AG - re 20.11 .1890, excess paper accepted. 

4.12.1890 From AG - request for tender for I 00 reams of postage stamp paper. 

5.12 .1890 From DLR - re 4.12 .1890. tender enclosed. 

8.12.1890 From AG - re 5.12.1890, tender accepted. The excess paper (per letter of 20.11 1890) can be included 
as part of this order. 

3.4.1891 From AG - asking when postage stamp paper will be ready. 

24.4 .189 1 From DLR- requesting permission to deli ver a few excess reams with the postage stamp paper order 
of8 .12.1890. 

27.4 .1891 From AG- re 24.4 .189 1, excess paper accepted. 

13. 7.1891 From AG - request for tender for 200 reams of postage stamp paper. 

18.7.189 1 From AG - re 17.7.189 1 (missing. apparently De La Rue's tender fo r order o f 13.7.1891), tender 
accepted. The paper is urgentl y required. 

27 .8.1891 From AG - a request has been received from the Colony that the edges of the postage stamp paper be 
trimmed properl y after binding. 

2.9.1891 From DLR - re 27 .8.1891, acknow ledged. 

8.10.1891 From AG - asking when postage stamp paper will be ready. 

11 .11.1891 From DLR - asking for permission to change the position of the number on the butt of the sheets of 
postage stamp pape r. 

12.11.1 89 1 

17.12.189 1 

IJ .12.1891 

22. 12.1891 

I 2.J .1892 

3.5.1892 

4.5.1892 

5.5 .1892 

6.5.1892 

From AG - re I J.11 .1891. change in position of number agreed to. 

From AG - request fo r tender for 75 reams of postage stamp paper. 

From AG - re tender fonn of 17. 12.189 1. 75 reams of pos tage stamp paper is now required every three 
months. 

From AG - re 18.12.189 1 (missing, apparently De La Rues tender fo r order of 17.12.1891 ), tender 
accepted. 

From AG - re 11 .11.1 89 1, the change of pos ition of the number on the butt of the postage stamp paper 
sheets is approved by the Colony. 

From AG-enquiring when the second instalment of 75 reams of postage stamp paper will be shipped; 
the suppl y in the Colony is low. 

From DLR - re 3.5.1892, the next delivery is not due until 18 July. but we will try to have it ready by 
the end of the month . It would be helpful to have the dates on which delivery of the paper is required. 

From AG - re 4.5.1892. acknowledged. Pending further instructions, increase the quarterly supply of 
postage stamp paper to I 00 reams. 

From DLR - re 5.5.1892 , acknowledged. 
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26.8.1892 

29.8.1892 

11.10.1892 

29.11.1892 

13 .1.1893 

16.1.1893 

I 0.4 .1893 

11.4 .1893 

12.4.1893 

17.4.1893 

11.5 .1893 

27.5.1893 

7.6. 1893 

8.6.1893 

9.6.1893 

12.6.1893 

22.8.1894 

24 .8.1894 

25 .8.1894 

27.8.1894 

30.8.1894 

4.9.1894 

27.9.1894 

From AG - the Government Printer reports that recent postage stamp paper has been of inferior quality 
and unequal thickness. 

From DLR - re 26.8.1892, the paper is identical to that supplied by us to all other Governments . We 
trust that the next consignment will be of better quality. 

From Mr. A. T. Bate, Wellington to DLR - the New Zealand Government has asked me to compile a 
history of its postage stamps. Has your firm printed any? 

From DLR to Mr A. T Bate - re 11.1 0.1892, printing plates only for Id, 2d, 3d, 4d, 6d and 1/- values 
were supp lied on 28.4.1873 . 

From A. T Bate to DLR - re 29.11 .1892, acknowledged. 

From AG - enquiring when the next consignment of postage stamp paper wi ll be ready for shipment. 

From AG - request for tender for printing inks: 
25 lbs. crimson-lake 
25 lbs. dark blue 
5 lbs . brown 
25 lbs. mauve 

5 lbs. dark green 
5 lbs. dark blue 
2 lbs . yellow 
I quart varnish 

From AG - enclosing order for 100 reams of postage stamp paper exclusive of the standing order, to 
replace that ex S.S. "Ruahine" which caught fire . 

From DLR - re 11 .4.1893, acknowledged . 

From AG - re 13.4 .1893 (missing, apparently De La Rue's tender for order of I 0.4 .1893), tender 
accepted. 

From AG - enclosing specimen sheet and requisition for dandy roll for postal note paper. 

From DLR - re 11 .5.1893, it would be very costly to have paper for each denomination , and a dandy 
roll with moveable parts is impossible. Enclosed are quotations for separate papers for each 
denomination , and a single paper. 

From DLR - re 27 .5.1893 , the sample bank note paper enclosed is of suitable qua I ity . Tender enclosed 
for production of dandy roll and paper. 

From AG - re 27.5 .1893 and 7.6. 1893 , please supply: 
I . dandy roll - design B 
2. 50 books of 500 sheets each, paper to be of bank note quality type C. 

From DLR - re 8.6.1893, tender enclosed, with samples for colour. 

From AG - re 9 .6.1893 . tender accepted. Colour to be as sample 2. 

From AG - asking for representative to call to discuss the postal note paper. 

From AG - re yesterday's interview, please supply £5 postal note, as per rough sketch . The paper 
supplied last year was not of good enough quality , and better paper is wanted for the £5 . The paper is 
to have a bluish tint and be watermarked : 

NEW ZEALAND 
FIVE POUNDS 
POSTAL NOTE 

From AG - re 24.8.1894, a book of photographs is enclosed for guidance in engraving the £5 postal 
note . 

From AG - re 25.8.1894, "Birds of New Zealand" is enclosed for guidance in engraving the £5 postal 
note . 

From AG - slides of plants are forwarded for guidance in engraving the £5 postal note . 

From AG - to distinguish the £I and £5 postal notes, a prefix letter A wi ll be used for the £5 . The notes 
are to be numbered 000,000 to 050,000, and made up in books of I 00. 

From DLR - enclosing tender for engraving and printing the £5 postal note, and for dandy roll for same. 
Designs are enclosed for: 

front of £5 postal note 
back of £5 postal note 
overprint on back of £5 postal note 

50 



JUNE 1996 PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 

overprint on front of £5 postal note 
counterfo il for £5 postal note 
watermark fo r £5 postal note 

A spec imen of paper is also enclosed, together with the materi als supplied for des ign. An engraved 
design is recommended. 

28.9. 1894 From AG - re 27.9.1894, des igns approved. The paper is to have an opaque watermark . 

28.9. 1894 From DLR - re 28.9.1894, acknowledged. 

27.11.1894 From AG - ask ing when the £5 postal note will be ready. 

28.11.1 894 From DLR - re 27 .11.1 894 , the £5 postal notes will be ready by the middle of February next. 

24.12.1894 From DLR - enclos ing rough proofs of fro nt and back of the £5 postal note. 

8.2.1895 From AG - re 7.2. I 895(missing), proofs of £5 postal note rece ived. It is des irabl e to send a portion of 
the o rder not later than 2 March. 

20.2.1895 From AG to CA - the surplus £5 postal note paper is to be used to print not more than 6,000 extra postal 
notes, numbered A050,00 I on. 

11 .2. 1895 From DLR - re 8.2.1895 , acknowledged. De livery cannot be guaranteed. 

I 0.4.1895 From AG - enclosing order fo r I 00 reams of postage stamp paper, exclusive of the standing order. 

11.4.1895 From DLR - re I 0.4 .1895 , tender enclosed. 

17.4.1895 From AG - re 11 .4 .1895 , tender accepted. 

17.4.1895 From AG- the postage stamp paper is to be numbered 000,000 on. 

29.4.1895 From DLR - the surplus of £5 postal notes is 8,900. Permission is requested to deliver the whole 
quantity. 

29.5 .1895 From AG - 28,900 £5 postal notes have been rece ived and fo rwarded to the Colony. The Inspector fo r 
the Crown Agents asks that a guarantee in writing be given that the whole surp lus has been handed over 
or destroyed. 

6.6.1895 From DLR - re 29.5. 1895, guarantee given. 

I 0.6. 1895 From AG - re 6.6.1895, your guarantee did not state whether the surplus handed over was all there was. 

11 .6. 1895 From DLR - re I 0 .6. 1895 , new guarantee given. 

20.1.1896 From AG - request fo r tender fo r 200 reams of postage stamp paper. 

22.1.1896 From DLR - re 20.1.1896. tender enclosed. 

25 .1.1 896 From AG - re 22 . 1.1 896, tender accepted. 

15. 7 .1896 From AG - asking if the 19th instalment of I 00 reams of postage stamp paper (standing order) is ready. 

26.8.1896 From AG - the postage stamp paper recently supplied is again inferior, and eas ily tom when perforating. 
The standing order is increased to 150 reams every three months, pending a sati sfactory reply. 

28.8.1895 From DLR - re 26.8.1896, the paper is the same as that used fo r Great Britain and the other Colonies. 
We will endeavour to correct any de fects in the next supply. 

15.9. 1896 From AG - the stand ing order fo r postage stamp paper is increased fro m I 00 to 150 reams every three 
months. 

17.9.1896 From DLR - re 15.9.1896. acknowledged. 

7.12.1896 From AG - enclosing order fo r engrav ing postage and revenue d ies fo r values from Y2d to 51-. 

I 0.12.1896 From DLR - re 7.12 .1896, the designs are returned. They would need to be engraved, and as we see 
surface-print ing as ind ispensable, they woul d need to be considerably altered. Concerning the request 
from the Colony that the postage stamp paper be free from iron, it is already as free as we can make it. 

19. 12.1896 From AG - when Mr Richardson call ed re engraving the stamp dies, he showed some engraved postage 
stamp spec imens. Could we obtain these fo r transmiss ion to the Colony? 

24.4 .1897 From AG - the supply of postage stamp paper is to be suspended. The 22 nd insta lment (of 150 reams) 
will be shipped as usual. 
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29.4. 1897 

30.4. 1897 

1.5. 1897 

12.5 .1897 

17.5.1897 

25 .6.1897 

6.7.1897 

10.9. 1900 

3.11.1 902 

22.2.1905 

7.3 .1905 

14.3 .1905 

13.4.1905 

20.7.1907 

25.7 .1907 

29 .7.1907 

3.8.1907 

6.8.1907 

7.8.1907 

14.5.1908 

15.5.1908 

18.5.1908 

19.5 .1908 

28.5. 1908 

6.7.1908 

7.7.1908 

17.7.1908 

25.7. 1908 

11 .8. 1908 

28.8. 1908 

2.9.1908 

From AG - the supply of postage stamp paper is to be resumed. 

From DLR - re 24.4. 1897 and 29.4.1897, acknowledged. 

From AG - re 29.4.1897, make only one instalment of 150 reams fo r the moment. 

From AG - request fo r tender for: 
wrapper paper 
postage stamp paper 
postal note paper 
postcard paper 
lettercard paper 

Tenders to be made for one year's, and three years' supply 

28,000 sheets/year 
270,000 sheets/year 
4,000 sheets/year 
60,000 sheets/year 
30,000 sheets/year 

From AG - re 12.5.1897, the time fo r submission of tenders is extended to 26.5.1897 . 

From AG - asking that the postage stamp paper dandy roll be delivered to the Crown Agents. 

From DLR - re 25 .6.1897, the dandy ro ll has been delivered. 

From DLR- re telegram asking fo r the preparation of Commemoration stamps, it is impossible at such 
short notice. 

From DLR - giving answers to quest ions sent by Mr A.F. Basset Hull . It includes compl ete lists of 
printing ink consignments ( 1873-93), gum arabic and dextrine, Stamp Duty paper ( 1872-75) and 
postage stamp paper (1873-97). 

From AG - request for tender fo r obi iterating ink. 

From DLR - re 6.3.1905 , tender enclosed for 500 y, lb. tins of obliterating ink. 

From AG-, re 7.3.1905, tender accepted . 

From DLR - the obli te rating ink is ready fo r inspection. 

From HC - request fo r tender fo r postage stamp paper. 

From DLR- re 20.7.1907, tender enclosed fo r dandy ro ll and 1,000 reams of postage stamp paper. 

From DLR- re tender of25 .7.1907, the paper is of unusual size, hence the high quote. 

From HC - re 29 .7.1907, tender accepted. 

From DLR - re 3.8.1907, acknowledged. 

From HC - your tender of 29. 7 .1907 has been sent to New Zealand fo r consideration; wi ll reply as soon 
as possible. 

From DLR to Sandie Bros. - the charge fo r the dandy roll is £2 1; we suggest charging New Zealand £7 
for each of the fi rst three uses. If less than three orders. the balance would have to be given to us. 

From DLR - te nder enclosed fo r dandy ro ll and 225 reams of postage stamp paper. 

From HC- re 15.5.1908, tender accepted. 

From DLR - re 18.5.1908, acknowledged. 

From /-IC- the sheets are to be numbered on from the last delivery, beginning at 0 23 ,401. 

From HC - ask ing whether the first part of the postage stamp paper is ready fo r shipment. 

From DLR- re 6.7.1908, the paper will be ready by July 24th . The delay is because the dandy ro ll had 
to be altered. 

From HC- acknowledgment of receipt of 18 sheets of postage stamp paper. 

From HC - acknowledgment of receipt of 12 sheets of postage stamp paper. 

From DLR - giving the cost of pos tage stamp paper bound in books of 500 sheets, perforate d and 
numbered on the butt. It is not poss ible to use non-curling gum since the sheets must be gummed in 
reels; any alteration would require a new dandy rol I. Experiments are under way for non-curling gum. 

From DLR - enclos ing tender fo r 225 reams of postage stamp paper, coated and gummed. 

From HC - re 28.8.1908, tender accepted. 
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2.9. 1908 From DLR - re 2.9.1908, acknowledged. 

30.10.1 908 From DLR - enclos ing sheet with larger margin one side than the other. 40 reams have already been 
made in the o ld style, however. 

5.12.1908 From HC - request fo r tender fo r postage stamp paper. 

7.12.1908 From DLR - re 5.12. 1908, tender enclosed fo r 225 reams of postage stamp paper. 

12. 12. 1908 From HC - re 7 . 12.1908, tender accepted. 

14.12. 1908 From DLR - re 12.12 .1908, acknowledged. 

27 .2.1909 From HC- re 24.2.1909 (miss ing), two reams of postage stamp paper have been examined and are 
sati sfactory except the watermarks arc not in exact reg iste r - please take greater care in binding. 

1.3 .1909 From DLR - re 27.2.1909, lack of reg ister is caused by wetting fo r preparation and gumming - when 
cut from books sheets could be turned fo r exact reg ister; any alteration to the dandy roll would be 
expensive. 

30.3. 1909 

5.4.1909 

7.4.1909 

14.7 .1909 

15.7.1909 

19.7.1909 

3 1. 8. 1909 

1.9.1909 

4.9.1909 

6.9.1909 

29.11.1 909 

1.1 2.1909 

2 1.1.1 9 10 

24.1.1 9 10 

29.1.1 9 10 

3 1.1.1 9 10 

14 .3.19 10 

15.3 .19 10 

7.4 .19 10 

8.4 .19 10 

13.4.19 10 

14.4.19 10 

1.7 .19 10 

From DLR - tender enclosed for 225 reams of postage stamp paper. 

From HC - re 30.3.1909, tender accepted. 

From DLR - re 5.4 .1909, acknowledged. 

From DLR - tender enclosed for 225 reams of postage stamp paper. 

From HC - re 14.7.1909, tender accepted. 

From DLR - re 15.7.1909, acknowledged. 

From HC - request fo r tender fo r postage stamp paper. 

From DLR - tender enclosed fo r 22 5 reams of postage stamp paper. 

From HC - re 1.9.1909, tender accepted. 

From DLR - re 4.9.1909, acknowledged. 

From f-!C - dock charges are to be debited to yo u direct from the Port of London in future. 

From DLR - re 29. 11 .1909, acknowl edged. 

From HC - request fo r tender for postage stamp paper. 

From DLR - re 2 1.1. 19 10, tender enclosed fo r 225 reams of postage stamp paper. 

From HC - re 24 .1.19 10, tender acce pted. 

From DLR - re 29. 1.1 9 10, acknowledged. 

From HC- asking whether part of postage stamp paper order is ready. 

From DLR - re 14.3. 19 10, I 00 reams arc ready. 

From HC - request fo r tender fo r postage stamp paper. 

From DLR - re 7.4 .19 10, tender enclosed fo r 225 reams of postage stamp paper. 

From HC - re 8.4.19 10, tender accepted. 

From DL R - re 13.4. 19 10. acknowledged. 

From DL R - enclosing account fo r £278/ 1/6 fo r postage stamp paper, and requesting permiss ion to 
prepare another batch, as it is fo und there is an improvement if the paper is allowed to mellow before 
coating and gumming. 

(to be continued) 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 

Library Acquisitions 

The following are thanked for recent donations to the 
library: M.T. Sulley, Charles Leski Pty. Ltd., M. Fabbi, 
R. Geitenbeek, R.J. Kelly, P. Koman, A. Levy, R. Turner. 

New F.R.P.S.L. 

Congratulations are due to our American member 
Hugh Wynn on being made a Fellow of the Royal 
Phi late lic Society London. 

THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF 
VICTORIA 

Rare Stamps of the World 

At the meeting on 21 March Peter Jaffe disp layed the 
exhibit he had sent to the "Rare Stamps of the World" 
exhibition held at Claridge's , London, the previous year. 
The subject was the Perkins, Bacon "CANCELLED" 
stamps and other issues, and for display at the Society was 
supplemented by further material on the same theme. 

The "CANCELLED" stamps prepared by Perkins, 
Bacon & Co. represent an interesting and pivotal episode 
in 19th century British Empire stamp production, since 
these presentation stamps, given to the Hill family 
without the consent either of the Agent-General for the 
Colonies or the individual countries concerned, were a 
major factor in Perkins, Bacon being relieved of most of 
its colonial printing contracts. 

The most produced of any one stamp was six, and 
possibly fewer were made of a number. Mr Jam: has the 
largest collection of these stamps ever assembled, with 
representation from 19 of the 21 postal administrations 
involved. and a total of74 stamps. The Royal Collection 
contains a greater proportion of the different stamps 
treated, but less stamps in total. 

The stamps shown by Mr Jaffe were: 
Bahamas: 1860 Id 
Barbados: 1861 Y2d rejoined pair, 6d 
Cape a/Good Hope : 1855-58 6d 
Ceylon: 1857-59 l/9d; 1861 Id, 6d, 9d, 2/- rejoined pair 
Chile: 1861-62 20c 
Ionian Islands: 1859 (2d) 
Mauritius: 1859 1/- (two); unissued blue 
Newfoundland: 1860 3d (two); 1861 4d, 5d, 6Y2d, I/
rejoined pair 
New South Wales: 6d (three), 1/- (two) Diadem proofs 
New Zealand: 1855 Id, 2d 
Queensland: 1860-6 1 1/- (two) , Registered; 1861 Id, 2d, 
6d 

St. Helena: 1856 6d 
St. Lucia: 1860 (Id), (4d) 
St. Vincent: 18611 d rejoined pair, 6d 
South Australia: 1855 Id (two), 2d (two), 6d, I/
Tasmania: 1855 Id (two), 2d, 4d rejoined strip of three, 
6d, I/- (2) 
Trinidad: 1859 4d (two), 6d rejoined strip of three; 1861 
(Id) (two); I/- rejoined block of three 
Victoria: 1858 6d rejoined pair 
Western Australia: 1861 Id, 6d, I/- rejoined pair, and 
single. 
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Other Perkins, Bacon material was headed by the 
master die proof(without country name) for the Britannia 
stamp design, used for Barbados, Mauritius and Trinidad . 
Also from Mauritius was a die proof of the 
undenominated finished die, and a pair of the "FOUR 
PENCE" surcharge used on a cover to Cape of Good 
Hope. 

Perkins, Bacon die proofs in black were a feature of 
many of the other colonies displayed. 

Barbados included the 1852 2d greyish-slate bisect 
on cover, and the 186 1 I/- blue error of colour. The 1878 
Id on 5/- provisional included a Type A unsevered pair 
mint, together wi th used unsevered pairs of Type A (I 0), 
Type C, Types A + B, and Types A + C. 

From Grenada there was a mint block of 60 of the 
1861 Id. The 1875 1/- was represented by the 
"SHLLllNG" and "S" inverted varieties mint, and "P" 
omitted used. The 1881 surcharges included a rejoined 
imperforate block of 8 of the 2Y2d wmk. Large Star, and 
a used example of the Y2d watermark upright with "P" 
omitted. 

Another highlight was the Charles Jeens hand-drawn 
Queen Victoria head subsequently used for St. Lucia, St. 
Vincent, and the South Australia 9d . 

St. Lucia was further represented by a mint block of 
12 of the 1860 (4d). 



JUNE 1996 

A fine range of St. Vincent included a number of die 
proofs and plate proofs, including a 1 d perforated colour 
trial block of 4 in blue, 6d imperforate plate proof block 
of8 in green, and 1/- imperforate colour trials in rose (3). 
The 1876-78 1/- vermilion included used examples of 
perf. 15 (two examples recorded) and imperforate (three 
examples recorded). The 1881 local surcharges were 
highlighted by two mint pairs and other reconstructed 
multiples of the 4d on 1/-; a mint block of 18 of the Yid on 
half6d; and mint (11) and used examples of the miss ing 
fraction bar variety on the same stamp. 

A set of New Brunswick stamps (3d, 6d and 1/-) had 
the grid of dots presentation cance ll ation. 

The Australian Colonies were represented by South 
Australia. Large plate proof blocks included one of 36 in 
blue of the 6d, and of21 in black of the 9d. There was a 
used pair of the I Od on 9d surcharge inverted (the onl y 
multiple), the surcharge omitted error of the 3d on 4d 
blue, and the Prussian blue shade of the same stamp, 
including a perf. I 0 example on a cover to Victoria . 

Vryburg and Mafeking, and Canadian Cancellations 

The display at the 18 April meeting was a joint one. 
Bernard Caillard showed Vryburg and Mafeking, and 
Clive Bicknell showed Canadian Cancell ations. 

Mr Caillard's displ ay began with the Stell aland 
postage and revenue stamps. 

The 1885 Warren Exped ition made use of Military 
Telegraph stamps, which were represented by 
"SPECIMEN" overprints, and the overprints on Cape of 
Good Hope stamps, included an exampl e of the 1/- with 
inverted "s" in "Telegraphs" . 

From the Bechuanaland period there were examples 
of the Vryburg "Bechuanaland" and "BB" datestamps, and 
the 555 numeral obi iterator. 

The Boer Occupation stamps included the set of fo ur 
"Z.A. R." overprints on piece, and a used block of 4 of the 
Yid "Z.A.R. ", one with italic "Z" . 

The British Reoccupation period included the Y2d and 
Id Transvaal with "V.R./SPEClAUPOST" overprint used 
on pieces, and the Y2d and Id Cape of Good Hope used on 
pieces with the Clifford St. Quentin "CSM" manuscript 
overprint. 

From Mafeking, there was a complete set of the Siege 
stamp overprints, including a pair of the 3d on Id Cape of 
Good Hope on a 1900 cover to Cape Town. The Id 
Sergeant-Major Goodyear and 3d General Bade-Powell 
stamps were represented in all shades and se ttings, and 
included an exampl e of the Goodyear stamp with 
misplaced perfo rations. 

Clive Bicknell's display presented an overv iew of the 
diverse range of nineteenth centu ry Canadian 
cancellations. 

The various numeral obi iterators - 2-ring, 4-ring and 
5-ring - were all represented. The dumb single-ring, 5-ring 
7-ring, and segmented-ring obi iterators included examples 
of coloured inks. 
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The numerous types of the Toronto and Ottawa No. 
obi iterators were shown, and a wide range of cork 

numeral cancel le rs. 
Duplex cancellers were represented by both dumb 

and numeral types. There were also straight-line types, the 
Crown types, and the early types of pre-cancels. 

A feature was made of the intriguing fancy 
cancellations, which occur in a wide variety of forms with 
initial s, maple leafs, and geometric designs . 

Advertising Covers 

Ray Kelly displ ayed his collection of advertising 
covers of the Australian Colonies and Commonwealth at 
the meeting on 16th May. 

The range of services and goods which have been 
adverti sed on mail , sometimes in a very spectacular 
manner, is surprising. 

Some of the earli est advertisers were insurance 
companies, and the display included an 1868 cover from 
New South Wales. 

Retail businesses who advertised on envelopes 
included hairdressers and tobacconists, jewellers and 
watchmakers, tailors, and booksellers, including the well
remembered Coles Book Arcade in Melbourne. 

Transport was represented by carriers and movers, 
shipping compan ies and railways, especially some 
attractive covers for the Trans-Australian Railway. 
Automobiles, and especially tyres, were another popular 
theme. 

Foodstuffs included some of the most spectacular 
items, with the Rosella Preserving illustration of a rose Ila 
on Australian Id stationery envelopes perhaps the most 
co lourful of all. Other envelopes advertised biscuits, 
chocolate, and tea. 

Breweries and alcohol is another recurring theme, 
and incl udes the most famous of all advertising items, the 
Victorian "Beer and Baccy" Id stationery card . There 
were also New South Wales 2d stationery envelopes with 
advertising co ll ars for whisky and brandy. 

There were many hotel covers which brought back 
memories of buildings no longer standing. Likewise, 
cinema covers adverti sing new releases featured many 
famous stars of yesteryear. 

Manufactured goods were another competitive field -
soap, bicycles, pianos and organs, home appliances, and 
ri nes were al I represented. Another spectacular piece of 
stationery was the Tasmania Y2d embossed envelope with 
a multicoloured advertisement for Planet Jr. agricultural 
machinery . 

Events advertised on covers included Australia Day, 
and "Ye Olde Englishe Fayre" on a Id Victoria embossed 
envelope. There were also postcards with political 
announcements and from candidates canvassing voters. 

The famous Victorian adverti sing envelopes were 
shown. Lesser known were unstamped American neet 
postcards with additional adverti si ng added by retailers. 
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Western Australian Airmails 

At the meeting on 30 May Ray Todd was in 
attendance fro m Western Australia to display hi s home 
State's airmail s. 

Western Australia is rich in airmail history, because 
the aero plane had been instrumental in establishing a 
communications network over the vast distances 
involved. 

The fi rst airmail item fro m Western Australia was a 
publicity leafl et dropped by Norman Brearley in 19 19. 

Australia's fi rst o ffi cial ai r mail service was 
establ ished between Perth and Derby in 192 1. A number 
of covers were shown from the first and second fli ghts, 
includ ing mail to intermediates . 

The subsequent Gerald ton-Derby fli ghts of 1922-24 
were also well -represented, including covers bearing 
"BY/AIR MAIL" and "PER AERI AL MAIL ROUTE" 
cachets, and a taxed cover from Roeburne addressed to 
Mexico. 

The 1925 Onslow crash cover was shown, and a rare 
item was a cover carried between Perth and Israelite Bay 
by the Italian av iator de Pinedo. 
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The Western Australian Ai rways 1929 service 
between Perth and Adela ide was important in speeding up 
the mail s from Europe, and a number of covers were 
shown, including an example of the fl own souvenir bag . 

A 1930 cover to Paris was stamped with 
"RECEIVED AT PERTH TOO LATE/FOR DESPATCH 
BY AIR MAIL". 

The further development of the outback during the 
1930s was illustrated by covers from the inauguration of 
the Perth-Wyndham, Wyndham-Ord River, Perth
Meekatharra, and other goldfields services. There was a 
1930 Wyndham cover carried by Lord Sempill during his 
Australian stay, and a number of covers incoming to 
Western Australia which had been carried on the various 
U.K.-Australia experimental fli ghts . 

A spec ial study was presented of the boxed 
"FORWARDED BY AIR MAIL" cachets intended to 
incorporate a stri ke of the post offi ce datestamp. The 
various post offi ces which used these cachets were 
di spl ayed, and the ranges and periods of use were 
demonstrated. 

THE ROYAL SYDNEY 
PHILATELIC CLUB 

FOUNDED 1890 

tr M EETING ROOM : T he club meets at 8 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of each month , First Floor Meeting 
Room, Phil as House, 17 Brisbane Street, Sydney. 
tr EXCHANGE BRANCH: Members are entitled to receive the Exchange Books which circulate regul arly 
within Australi a. 
tr LIBRARY: A library, comprising 1000 volumes, is avail able fo r use by members by arrangement w ith the 
Librarian. 
tr MONTI-IL Y DISPLAYS: Displays of inte resting co llections and philatelic items are a feature of the 
monthly meetings of the Club. It is the policy of the Club to bring to the members the best avail able di splays, 
while lectures and discuss ions help to further the phil ateli c knowledge of members. The advice of members, 
experts in most branches of phil ately, is always available when requested. 
tr THE AUSTRALIAN STATES STUDY C IRC LE publishes a quarterl y journal Sydney Views. Enquiries 
to P.O. Box 175 1, G. P.O. Sydney, 2001 , Australia. 
tr TH E CLUB'S FEES are: City Members, $ 11 .00; Count ry Members, $9.00. 
tr SUBSCRIPTIONS are due I July yearl y. There is no entrance fee payable. 

ALL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to:-

Hon. Secretary - Box 1751 , G.P.O. Sydney, 2001 . 
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"Century of Happiness" 
THE CENTENNIAL HISTORY OF 

THE ROY AL PHil.A TELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

By HORACE CHISHOLM, F.R.P.s.L. F.R.P.s.Ni. 

This comprehensive history of the Society is the result of many years research 
by the author. It comprises 285 pages, with numerous illustrations, many previously 
unpublished, and has 17 Appendices listing the achievements of the Society and its 
members, including a list of all members at the time of the Centenary. 

Price, $60.00, plus postage ($5 within Australia) 

Availabl~ from 

THE SECRET ARY (J. MacDonnell), Box 2071, G.P.O. Melbourne, Australia, 3001. 

Always the Unusual. 
Esoteric & Inimitable ... 

We offer Mail Sales with excr~mely 
1nceremng matenal in the S25 - SISO 
range. In addition. our Public Auctions 
otter appropriately rare and specialized 
material . 

We are always interested 1n buying 
specialized items or collections. 

\Vr' w 111 bit' g•.ld 10 sen d you ou1 M.:t• t ~''° .,lncJ 101 P uo11c 
Auc1t0n c,.U.llOQ\ Plf';t~ IC'I u\ tnow which C.tC ..llO<j you 

d t'l.lft o1nd 1n(luek \I 00 lot tclCt'I Ccll.llc>g ~Qut'\ltd 10 '°"""'' 
chr cost ot ,., m~.i 

George e ~,~~~~.~~§ 
!>anr.-. Monica Ca11rom1.-. 90405 
T"l"phonr 2131450·2543 
Cal Aue Lie No A I 229 
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"STAMP NEWS" 
is an informative monthly magazine 
f0< philatelists with news stories from 
around Australia. New Zealand. the 
::>outh Pacific and the rest of the 
world. Each issue runs to least 96 
pages with special features on 
Austral:an Commonwealth Philately. 
Postal Stationery. Investment. 
Cinderellas. Postcards. Collectibles 
and much more. brought to you by our 
worldwide network of informed 
contributors. and correspondents. 

For a free sample copy of "'St.mp 
News ... without obligetion, writ9 to 
us. advising that you are • reeder of 

" Philately from Australia". 
11STAMP NEWS" 

P.O. Box 1410, Dubbo 
NSW 2830, Australia 
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... --------.,~Y----&-----M;-.... ?.1,.... _______ .. --At The National Stamp Gallery we've got you 'covered' 

mn Australasia's largest stock of Worldwide covers and 
Postal History, suitable for one-country and thematic 

speclallsts alike. Ask to browse through a box or three 

I ~bt ~I ·1 · 
/) . 1" 11 nttlu .Sacittn of iit· ,,...;:· . · - • 
(/~ _A: .«J1Lwn11; 
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From our ! _ _ ., .. ' · 

\ - --~· \., ' .. ,. --=- ··~ ."'loo' l stock of '(t~ 1--;-:;.~~ • , 
~~ 

over 12.000 t{ -.:.:.: · 
Australian /f), . A/~· /..:.....'f /; 
registered J 1 · 
covers .Ji Al~- . 

lfl ~ ~ 
~ll ;;25s-t• A/ d. .Lo~ -

~H Stamps of the World with particular emphasis on a 

specialized stock of Australia - from Colonies to date 

!H Auctions by Rodney A Perry Auction Galleries, leading 

Innovators In successful marketing of stamp collections 

large and small since 1971 

EL Uterature - new and out-of-print. The National Stamp 
Gallery Is also home to Brusden-Whlte, publishers of 

'The Australian Commonwealth Specialists' Catalogue' and 
'The Brusden-Whlte Newsletter' (on our malling list?) 

You're welcome at: 
THE NATIONAL STAMP GALLERY 

673 BOURKE ST MELBOURNE 
VICTORIA 3000 AUSTRALIA 

PHONE: 9649 7788 FAX: 9649 7555 
ACN 006 045 987 
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THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA INC. 
FOUNDED 1892 

The Philatelic Society of Victoria, which was founded in 1892 and which in 1946 had the privilege conferred upon it of 
the use of the prefix "ROY AL", is a society to which you, as a collector, should belong. Among its many advantages are: 

• TIIE SOCIETY'S OFFICIAL ORGAN: Philately from Australia, published quarterly, is posted free to all members. 

•MEETINGS are held on the third and fifth Thursdays of the month at 8.00 p.m. in its own premises, 6 Avoca Street, 
South Y arra, Melbourne 3 141. 

•MONTHLY DISPLAYS. It has always been Society policy to obtain the best available collections for display at 
Society monthly meetings . Lectures and discussions by leading philatelists enable members to improve their philatelic 
knowledge. 

•EXCHANGE BOOKS circulate regularly within Australia to interested members. Enquiries should be addressed to 
the Exchange Superintendent. 

•THE SALES BRANCH enables members to buy and sell stamps not considered suitable by the vendor for exchange 
sheets . Catalogues of sales are sent free to all members and are also widely circulated to non-members. All correspondence 
regarding the Sales Branch should be addressed to the Sales Branch Superintendent. 

•A COMPREHENSIVE LIBRARY, considered to be the finest in the Southern Hemisphere, is open to members on 
Meeting Nights, and on the second Monday night of each month (from 6.30 to 9.30 p.m.), or by arrangement with the 
Librarian. Most books may be borrowed by country or interstate members, postage to be paid both ways. Enquiries to the 
Librarian. 

• AN EXPERT COMMITTEE provides opinions on most Australian items for both members and non-members. 
Members are entitled to one free certificate each year. Details of fees and all other correspondence should be directed to 
the Secretary of the Expert Committee. 

•A QUARTZ LAMP, MICROSCOPE, and REFERENCE FORGERY COLLECTION are available for the use of 
members. 

•THE AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEAL TH STUDY GROUP meets at the Society Rooms on the first Wednesday 
of each month at 8.00p.m. 

•THE AUSTRALIAN STATES STUDY GROUP meets at the Society Rooms on the fourth Thursday of each month 
at 7.45p.m. 

•PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE. This Society includes experts on almost all branches of philately, whose advice is 
always available. 

•THE SOCIETY'S FEES are: Entrance Fee, $50.00. Annual Subscription: City and Suburban, $45 .00 ; Country, 
Interstate and Overseas, $35 .00. 

ALL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to the appropriate officers or to: 

JOHN MACDONNELL (Secretary), Box 2071, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001. 



The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria 
Philatelic Literature 

These publications of .the Society are available at the following prices, in Australian dollars . 
Postage Is extra on all orders. Credit cards welcome. 

Australian Commonwealth 
Australian Numeral Cancellations : A Compendium I H.M. Campbell . - 189 p. : ill . ; hb $50 
The Postal History of the Australian Army during World War II I Phil Collas. - 255 p. : ill; hb + dj $60 
The Postal History of Internees and Prisoners of War in Australia during 
World War II I Phil Collas. - 82 p. : ill . ; hb $30 
The Postal History of Australian Forces in Japan and Korea . 1945-57/ Phil Callas. - I 08 p. : ill. ; sb $38 
Queensland 
Queensland Postal History I H.M. Campbell. - 326 p. : ill . ; hb + dj $80 
The Postal History ofThursday Island I J.W. Turnbull. - 36 p. : ill . ; sb $25 
Queensland Cancellations and Other Postal Markings I H.M. Campbell . - 161 p. : ill. ; hb $30 
Queensland Postal Rates and Charges, I S32-l 913 I H.M. Campbell. - 96 p. : ill . ; sb $30 
South Australia and Northern Territory 
South Australian Numeral Cancellations I H.M. Campbell & D.H. Pearce. - 56 p. : ill .; sb $30 
South Australia : The Long Stamps 1902-1912 I J.R.W. Purves. - 205 p. : ill . ; hb $40 
The Postal History of the Northern Territory, 1824-1988 I E.A. Williams. - 337 p.: ill . ; hb + dj $120 
Tasmania 
The Pictorial Stamps ofTasmania 1899-1912 / K.E. Lancaster. - 149 p.: ill .; hb + dj $60 
Tasmania : The Postal History and Postal Markings (reprint) / l-1.M. Campbell (ed .), 

J.R.W. Purves & L.C. Viney. - 203 p. : ill.; sb $30 
Victoria 
A Subject Index of Victorian Philately I G.N. Kellow. - 438 p. ; hb $60 
The Postal History of the Port Philip District 1835-1851 / J.R.W. Purves. - 68 p. : ill .; hb + dj $30 
The Registered and Too-Late Stamps 1854-1858 / J.R.W. Purves. - 80 p. : ill . ; hb $40 
The Beaded Oval and Laureated Issues of Victoria I . The 3d Beaded Oval I R. Jones & 

G.N. Kellow. - 64 p.: ill .; sb $22 
Western Australia 
Western Australia : The 4d Lithograph 1854-1864 I B. Pope. - 52 p. : ill . ; sb $15 
General 
Century ofllappiness : The Centennial History of the RPSV I 1-1 . Chisholm. - 285 p.: ill .; hb + dj $60 
J.R.W. Purves, R.D.P., F.R.P.S.L. - A Philatelic Bibliography I G.N. Kellow. - 51 p.; sb $I 0 
Philately from Australia Cumulative Index Vols. I-X, XI-XX, XXI-XXX, each $10 
Back issues of Pllilalely from Aus/ralia also available, each $5 

Orders to: Publications Manager, The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria, Inc., Box 2071 , G.P.O. 
Melbourne, Victoria, 300 I, Australia. Fax: +61 3 9467 8212 


